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TEKAKWITHA’S LAST ILLNESS AND DEATH
(Continued )

There then existed a very strange custom
at the Mission. The Blessed Sacrament was
newer taken to the sick person’s cabin. In-
stezad, they laid the patient on a bark stretch-
er, and, at the risk of seeing him die on the
way, brought him to the church, there to

receive Holy Communion.
. When the question of the Viaticum for

Catherine arose, the Fathers hesitated; she
was certainly far too feeble to be taken to
the church. Should they then discontinue
the custom, or let the patient die without
thus supreme consolation? The missionaries
decided to make an exception to the general
rule, and the whole village approved their
decision; such an exception was justified with
respect to so saintly a person.

The sick girl called to her aid what re-
mwining strength she had, to receive worthily
for the last time her Saviour whom she so
disarly loved. A small material detail troub-
led her; she confided to her faithful compan-

iom that on account of her poverty she had

no suitable covering. Mary Teresa brought
her at once what was required.

The rumor spread through the village that
the Blessed Sacrament was to be taken into
Catherine Tekakwitha’s cabin. Everyone
wanted to be present at this unusual event,
The crowd accompanied the priest owt of
reverence for Our Lord, and also, as they
told one another, that they might see 2 saint
die.

After the general absolution, she received
with the greatest devotion “the Viaticum of
the Body of Our Lord Jesus Christ.” Her
thanksgiving was, so to speak, a hymn of
gratitude to God in the rehearsal of the prin-
cipal facts of her life, particularly since her
baptism, and her coming to the Mission.

Many persons wanted to ask her to pray
for them. Father Cholenec requested her to
receive them, and to give them a few words
of advice. She very willingly complied. And
then all day long it was a continual coming
and going of persons near her mat. And be-
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tween these acts of charity to her neighbor,
she made frequents acts of the love of God.

When evening came, they prepared to sit
up with the dying girl during the night. It
was customary for the members of the Holy
Family Society to take it in turn, two by
two, to sit up with those sick persons who
were in danger of death,

The missionary selected two of the most
fervent associates of the Holy Family Con-
fraternity. One, the youngest member of
the association, was much liked by Catherine
for her profound piety. After night prayers,
this girl asked the Father’s permission to go
to the borders of the forest, there to do pen-
ance, that she might obtain the grace of a
good death for the patient. She spent a quar-
ter of an hour there scourging herself till
her shoulders bled.

The sick woman on her mat knew of this
at once. Turning to the other watcher, she
begged her to go and fetch her companion,
which she did immediately. The two soon
re-entered the cabin, Catherine in a whisper
told the younger of the two to let her com-
panion take her rest first, as she wanted to
say something to her in private. She then
encouraged and counseled her to persevere in
God’s service, told her she would pray for
her in Heaven, and concluded by assuring
the girl that Our Lord was very pleased with
her. As the girl was as humble as she was
fervent, she demurred at this, saying that
she was sinful, and that Catherine did not
really know her; the sick girl then took hold
of her arm, and pressing it, said:

“I am well aware, my sister, of what I am
saying. I know where you have been, and
what you have been doing there; go, take
courage, for you are certainly very pleasing
to God, and I shall help you when I am with
Him.”

The next day was Wednesday in Holy
Week, the eve of the two days devoted to the
two great mysteries of the Eucharist and the
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Cross, both special devotions of the dying
girl.

This was to be her last day on earth. One
of the missionaries had had a presentiment of
this. Here is Father Cholenec’s account:

“Indeed I still remember that at the time
she entered upon her last illness, more than
two months before her death, one of our
Fathers was for this reason sure that God
would take her from this world on this very
day, so that she might celebrate in Heaven
the two great Feasts to which she had been
most devoted on earth.”

Catherine had herself apparently foreseen
the day of her death. On the preceding
night, after her reception of Holy Viaticum,
they hastened to bestow the Extreme Unc-
tion. She told the Father it was not urgent
and that he could postpone the rite till the
next day; so he waited. On Wednesday
morning she received this Sacrament with
admirable piety and resignation.

Even the hour of her death seems to have
been known to our holy Indian girl.

Amongst the members of the Holy Fam-
ily Association, Catherine had formed “a lit-
tle pious confraternity” which was still
known ten years later as the “Sisters of Cath-
erine.” The fervent Mary Teresa, who had
had a long conversation with Catherine on
the eve of her death, was one of the members.

They all wanted to be present at the death
of their “Sister.” This was difficult, as it
seemed probable that the sick girl would die
during the morning and they were obliged
to go out and gather wood for the feast-days.

In their uncertainty, they decided that the
best thing to do was to ask Catherine herself,
since doubtless she had sufficient influence in
Heaven to obtain the postponement of her
death until their return from the forest.
Father Cholenec spoke to her in their behalf.
She at once said that her sisters might go
for their wood and that they would return
in time to be present at her death.
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v, She kept her word. When the women
.‘c:umc back at three o’clock in the afternoon,
© she was still alive and waiting for them.
This is how Father Cholenec concludes this
imuident: “She waited,” he writes, “until
they had entered her cabin, and the wonder
wihich I witnessed with my own eyes, is that
no sooner had the last person come in, and
alll were kneeling around her, than her last
agmny began. Thus everyone had the con-
sollation of seeing her die as they had desired
andl as she had promised.”

At three o’clock her agony began, “the
mwst gentle agony in the world.” A little
laser, she lost the power of speech while ut-
teming the names of Jesus and Mary. She
coudld still hear very well, her two biogra-
phers remark, and was fully conscious. It
wass evident that she was trying to make, at
leasst interiorly, the acts suggested to her.
Au last, about half-past-three, she peacefully

. exppired, just as if she had gone quietly to
i “

This was on Wednesday in Holy Week, 17
Agpril, 1680. Catherine Tekakwitha was in
her twenty-fourth year, Father Olivaint,
S.Jl, martyr of the Commune, was fond of
repeating that “it needs less time than cour-
age to become a saint.”

M quarter of an hour after Catherine’s
demth, a change took place in her which was
a amuse of great astonishment to the mission-
amies and everyone in the village.

Father Cholenec himself will tell us about
this astounding event:

“At four years of age,” he says, “Cath-
erime’s face had been pitted with small-pox;
her infirmities and mortifications had also
hellped to disfigure her. But this face, so
veny swarthy and emaciated, changed sud-
demly about a quarter of an hour after her
denich, and became in a moment so fair and
bemutiful that, noticing the change (for I
wags praying beside her), I cried out in sur-

prise and called the Father who was working
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on the Repository for Maundy Thursday.
He and all the Indians came in a hurry on
hearing of this miracle, which we were able
to contemplate until she was buried.”

The priest thus hastily summoned was
Father Chauchetiére. He was quite as aston-
ished as his colleague. “It was,” he said, “a
further argument for belief which God had
granted to the Indians to help them appre-
ciate the Faith.”

Father Cholenec adds that on Thursday
morning two Frenchmen living at the Prairie
de la Magdeleine came to the Sault to assist
at the services. They had to pass before the
half-open door of the deceased Catherine.
Seeing her there on her mat, with so lovely
and smiling a face, they said to each other:
“How peacefully that young woman is
sleeping!”

But having learned a little later it was
Catherine herself who had died the previous
night, they returned to the cabin, and kneel-
ing down recommended themselves to her
prayers. They were so touched at what they
saw that they at once asked to be allowed to
make the coffin that was to receive so pre-
cious a relic.

Father Cholenec aptly concludes his mar-
rative by this reflection: “I frankly own that
my first idea then was that Catherine had
that moment entered Heaven, and was shed-
ding in advance a little of that glory of
which her soul had just gained eternal pos-
session.”

Who will not agree with these sentiments
on recalling the virtues of our saintly Iro-
quois?

The lily of purity had for a moment
drooped its head under the icy blast of death.
A moment later the revivifying breath of
the Holy Ghost made it rise again in all its
beauty, even more beautiful and fragrant
than ever; a probable foreshadowing of the
glory it was then enjoying in the gardem of

Heaven.
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HeavLTH RESTORED

“Please accept my donation in thanksgiv-
ing for a favor received. My baby was very
sick from the day she was born; it was that
R.H. factor, and she wasn’t expected to live.
Then while she was in the hospital she caught
pneumonia. My sister, Sister Tekakwitha,
gave me the relic of Kateri to apply to her
and I also made the novena. From the day
I started to make the novena she began to
improve. In six weeks we brought her home

perfectly well, thanks to Tekakwitha.”
—Camden, N. J.

KaTerr’s Eves WERE AFFECTED

“I wish to express the deep appreciation of
our family to little Kateri Tekakwitha for
her great helpfulness in connection with aid-
ing in the miraculous cure of the virus eye
infection of my brother. About a month
ago his eye became very blurred, his vision
disappeared and there was an immense
amount of pus in the back of his eye. The
day following the placing on his eye of the
first-class relic of Tekakwitha and starting
the novena a great improvement was noted
and his doctor also admitted that his recov-
ery was amazing and nothing short of a mir-
acle. His wife replied, ‘Do you mind, doc-
tor, if we give a little Indian girl, whom we
hope will be canonized, the credit for this
cure because there never was so great an im-
provement until the relic was applied!”” We
are all most deeply greateful.

THANKSGIVINGS

Septembir-October

Prysicar RELIEF

“At this same time I also wish to tell you
that my same brother’s wife, who had been
suffering from great pains and inflammation
in her abdomen, after applying little Kateri's
relic, noticed immediate disappearance of pain
and inflammation. She happens to be a con-
vert and is so deeply thankful for Kateri’s
help, for both herself and husband, that she
has asked me to obtain for her some leaflets

in order to help spread devotion to the Cause
of Tekakwitha.” —Cleveland Heights, O.

ADDITIONAL FAVORS

Cures dick s yir 8
Apartments ... ., 1
Employment ... ... .. §
Examination Success . 1
Financial Aid ... .... 8

Relief in Distres 1
Sale of Propertw
Spiritual . . e
Successful Opemtion .
Not Specified . PR

PETITIONS

Cures D) RN |
Apartments . ....... 4
Employment

s

Safe Delivery

Sale of Properry
s Spiritual . .. .
Financial Aid ... ... .15  Successful Operio
Relief in Distress .... 8 Not Specified = .. .3

RN | MO
®bituary

Rev. James R. Cox, Ph.D., Pittsburgh, Pa
Rev. Thomas A. Doyle, S.J., New York, 8. Y.
Rev. L. R. Harding, Roscoe, S. D.

Rev. J. Edward Wasil, S.]., Philippine &dands.
Sister M. Berchmans, O.5.U., Cleveland, €
Miss Mary Arline Brady, San Francisco, €l
Mrs. Lillian Gwinner, Dayton, O,

Mrs. M. Heaton, New Orleans, La.

Mr. Leo F. Kitz, Newport, R. 1.

Mrs. A. Kleinschmidt, New Orleans, La.

Miss May Kraus, Clarksburgh, W. Va.
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TO MAKE TEKAKWITHA KNOWN AND LOVED

LEAFLETS

I-—Medallion, prayer, sketch, favors.
II—Novena, with daily reflexion.
Sc. for 2; 25¢. a dozen

LIFE
By Wynne, 32 pages, illustrated, 15¢.
MEDAL

Image and title “Lily of the Mohawks,”
special metal, 15¢.; silver, 60c.

PICTURES
Small—lithograph, color, sketch and prayer
" lithograph, color, silk applied to réliy. .

Large—lithograph in color, 12V x84 indies,
mounted so as to need no frame: for
class or private room ......... . 60c.

Bookmarks, 20c¢. a dozen

10¢c.
20¢.

Prices include postage
Reduction on quantity

TEKAKWITHA LEAGUE
30 WesT 16TH STrREET, NEw York 11, N. Y.
Rev. Tromas J. Correy, S.J., V. Postulator for Her Canonization
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