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BISHOP GIBBONS, 88—CRUSADING FOR KATERI

Venerable Kateri Tekakwitha must regard
with extreme pleasure the vast army of
faithful whose prayerful petitions for the
advancement of her Beatification and ulti-
mate Canonization have been greatly intensi-
fied in this year that marks the three
Bundredth anniversary of her birth.

Of the Indian Maiden's many clients none
would be held in higher esteem than the
Miost Rev. Edmund F. Gibbons, D.D., who
mot only took a noteworthy part in the
umstitution of the process that leads to
aifficial acclaim by the Church but has per-
sisted with characteristic diligence and energy
im making her known and arousing the
ffaithful to a "mass action” on her behalf.

Bishop Gibbons celebrated his eighty-
@wighth birthday Sunday, September 16th,
ait Mater Christi Seminary where he resides.
liffis quarters are not imbued with the tran-
quil air that would ordinarily be expected
ffor one of such venerable years. The atmos-
phere is very much alive with activity that
indicates a big and important operation.
Mishop Gibbons upholds the central office
iin the campaign he organized with the
hearty endorsement of the Most Rev. Wil-
iam A. Scully, D.D., Bishop of Albany,
‘to unite the spiritual forces of the diocese
iin persistent prayer to God for miraculous
rures wrought through the intercession of
Wateri. That the aims of this undertaking

will be realized is the only wish Bishop
Gibbons would give expression to on the
occasion of his birthday.

The "mass action” plan initiated last
March, constituted of clergy of the diocese,
teachers in diocesan schools, Brothers and
Sisters in motherhouses and novitiates, par-
ish sodalities and Catholic lay organizations
has had most gratifying results, Bishop
Gibbons pointed out.

To date he has received requests for
materials that effectively foster the Cause of
the "Lily of the Mohawks” in numbers
amounting to more than 36,000. But wide
areas still remain to be covered. With the
resumption of parish, school and organiza-
tional activities, Bishop Gibbons harbors
the fond hope that the campaign will be
accelerated and ardor will increase for the
“favor of miracles to obtain the glorifica-
tion of the holy Indian Maiden.”

Particularly anticipated is a strong move-
ment on the part of parish societies and
sodalities and the myriad Catholic organiza-
tions thriving in the diocese. Bishop Gibbons
is relying on the officers of these bodses to
make available for distribution among mem-
bers the “weapons” that are being emp loyed
to win victory and move our Holy Father
to proclaim Kateri “Blessed”” and, fimally,
“Saint.”
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JUAN DIEGO
by

Jesus ROMERO Y PEREZ, s.]J.

SaNcrtiTy is a flowering of the Christian
way of life. This flowering is not the privi-
lege of any special race. It is as universal
as the Church itself. But it is interesting
to see how certain Saints are to be met with
who resemble one another by their virtues
and it is even more interesting to meet
those of a similar race.

True Christian sentiment calls ‘'saints’
those who are known to have practised to
a high degree all Christian virtues—even
when the Church has made no official dec-
laration concerning these virtues. Following
this popular sentiment which submits itself
beforehand to the decisions of the Church,
we may call “saints”, Kateri Tekakwitha
and Juan Diego, the two Indians of the
American Continent whose causes of canoni-
zation are actively engaged.

Juan Diego was a humble Mexican Indian
who, because of his virtues, was chosen to
be the ambassador of Mary at the occasion
of Her apparition at Tepeyac. Our Lady,
to make known her request for a shrine
in Mexico, did not wish to choose a wise
doctor of the University, a learned prelate,
or a brave captain. For this She chose an
Indian who precisely did not belong to the
Aztec Indian nobility. Juan Diego was one
of the first Christian Indians who fervently
began to live his Catholicism! His sim-
plicity and candor were such that when Our
Lady appeared to him at Tepeyac, he did
not lose even for an instance his presence
of mind. With that sublime simplicity of
the humble, he addressed himself to the
heavenly Lady who was speaking to him
with the most tender expressions that could
be found in his language and which for him
expressed the greatest fondness.

Juan Diego found himself before the
supernatural and the wondrous wmd imme-
diately he found his place withn it. His
faith was so intense that he did aot find it
strange that God or Mary shodid talk to
human beings. He did not fdter while
talking to Our Lady. He showed fhe greatest
possible respect, but there was mo hesitation
in his words. This experience wiich could
have made anyone else vain, was for him
an order of the Queen of Heaven, a request
which he must accomplish quite promptly.

His special tenderness for the Mother
of God merited his being chown as the
messenger of the apparitions of Guadalupe.
Once his mission was accomplshed and
after the devotion to Mary of Gaudalupe
reached its highest point, not only in Mexico
but in all neighboring regions, Juan Diego
retired to a hermitage where be lived for
seventeen more years consecrated to fast-
ing, to penance, to contemplatun and to
the frequent reception of Holy Hucharist,

The Indians who knew him wed to say
to their sons to encourage them o practise
virtue, "May God make you heome like
Juan Diego!” Many had recourse to him as
an intercessor in their petitions to Our
Lady. And he, humbly, was willng to pray
for all. And praying with sinplicity, as
he always used to do, he alwas obtained
what he requested.

Is it not natural that we diould find
between Juan Diego and Kateri striking
resemblances? Kateri Teka'withe, too, was
a fervent servant of Mary. We all know
the tenderness with which she redited W ari
tekoronkwanions—Hail Mary!” asd how she
never dispensed herself from the recitation
of the rosary. Like Kateri, Juan consecrated
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. his virginity to the Queen of Heaven and

lilke her he kept it faithfully despite the
shwmeful habits of his people. Like her, he
also loved solitude, recollection and fre-
quent communion,

Kateri was not favored with visible ap-
pamitions, but she also had a mission here
om earth: she was to be the messenger and
wittness of a truth: that God and Mary had
fomnd within her—within the soul of a
humble Iroquois—a Garden of delight! The
hamd of God descended upon the barbarism
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of the Indians and transformed them into
fervent Christians, always faithful to the
inspirations of grace. The resemblance be-
tween Juan Diego’s holiness and Kateri's
is remarkable.

That is why we claim that they are two
symbols for America. They represent the
native races of the continent prostrate at
the feet of Mary, la Conguistadora of
America. These two Indians, we hope offi-
cially to call saints and signal protectors
of the native races of the New World.

Thus article is a reprint from KATERI, Caugananaga, Pa.

Thankdgivings

T have neglected sending you donations
these past months, but Little Catherine has
warked right along with her prayerful as-
sisttance. Yes, we have been blessed in every
way through her prayers. We are happy to
.teﬂl you that we adopted our second child.

The elder, a sweet child who became lonely
and pensive, is now a happy, smiling child
with her baby sister. My husband and I are
fimdling new happiness and true meaning of
lowe. Please help us thank our Dear Lord
for His many blessings.”

—St. Petersburg, Fla.

“Would like to take this opportunity to
express my thanks for many favors re-
ceiwed through the intercession of Ven.
eraible Kateri Tekakwitha. Am indebted
to. lher for conversion of a new daughter-
in-llgw,"” —Tiffin, Ohio

T would like to acknowledge Tekak-
wiltha's intercession in renting my apartment
i rwo days after praying to her. T have been
so fortunate in having lovely renters and
lastving friends — but I owe it all to Tekak-
wiltha, I always ask her to send the right
.ﬂm:.plc and T forget about it then, and she

always comes through.”
Fort Wayne, Ind.

"My husband had a rather serious busi-
ness problem which we placed in Kateri's
care and which was overcome in two days.
We are indeed grateful for her many favors,
and pray for her canonization.”

—Brooklyn, N. Y.

"Kateri's favors are countless and remark-
able”,

—Cleveland, Ohio

“Thank you for your prayers, they were
really efficacious and we have found such a
nice home. We had looked for almost a year
and were discouraged.

We had another gift of unexpected money
and are giving ten percent in thanksgiving
to Tekakwitha. Our finances were at a low
ebb when she started to favor us a few
years ago. Because of business failure and
other reasons, it took us eleven years to pay
up debts, and for years my husband did not
advance but so little in his work. After
twelve years we started a novena to Kateri,
and on the first Saturday we received fiman-
cial help. Since that time we have been
helped so often — usually on Saturday.”

—Lincoln, Nébr.




THANKSGIVINGS

"She” did it — so here is my thanks! I
promised Kateri, if she got for me from
Our Blessed Mother, an answer to a Sodality
need, I would make a small donation toward
the Cause of Kateri's Beatification.”

—New York, N. Y.

"A few weeks ago I wrote to you request-
ing prayers to Kateri for my sister who
was not well. I started a novena to her and
when that one was finished, started another
—the last one was started last Sunday, one
of thanksgiving. My sister was operated
upon for an ovarian tumor. The picture
presented by the doctor was anything but
encouraging. The patient’s age, etc. How-
ever, I stormed Kateri, and my friends made
novenas. The Poor Clare Sisters and the
Cenacle Sisters also prayed to Kateri, and
included the intention of praying for her
canonization. After the operation, the doctor
told us she was uncertain as to what she
would find—in fact, cancer was her pre-
dominant thought. The operation proved
a tumor as big as a football-—all the organs
clean, but removed. Laboratory examination
which took a few days, revealed all nega-
tive results. The doctor told my sister she
was very lucky. Thanks to God for answer-
ing Venerable Kateri's request. A relic was
used many times. I promised the enclosed
to be used to further the Cause of Kateri's
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Canonization, and also promsed to sprcad.
devotion to her.”"—Chicago, Il

ADDITIONAL FAVORS

RN itk 4 Financid Aid .......... 10
Apartment & Home 2  Relie¢f i Distress.... 13
Conversion .............. 1  Safe Dellivery .......... 2
Employment ............ 1 Sale of Property ... 1
Not Specified ........... 98
PETITIONS
T R SR 68  Relief un Distress.... 26
Apartment & Home 4  Safe Dielivery .......... 4
Business Success ... 3  Sale of Property ... 2
Conversion ............. 9  Spiritud &
Temgoeal ........... 3
Employment ............ 5  Successtul Operation 6
Financial Aid .......... 11  Not Specified .......... 61
N e
®bituary

Most Rev. Edwin V. O'Hara, D.D., Kansas City, Mo.
Most Rev. John F. Noll, D.D., Fost Wayne, lnd..
Rt. Rev. Msgr. William P. Schulte, Dax rn, Mich.
Rev. {{)hn B. Brudermanns, Tomak, Wis.

Very Rev. Mathias Faust, New Ymg. N. Y.

Rev. Joseph A. Geis, Kingston, N. ¥

Rev. John J. Kehoe, S.]., New York N. Y.

Rev. Joseph S. McHattie, S.]., St. 1auis, Mo,

Rev. J. J. Mulholland, Scranton, Ps. ‘
Rev. James G. Neafsey, Maywood, N J.

Rev, Herbert C. Noonan, S.]J., Omau, Nebr,

Rev. Louis B. Pastorelli, $.5.]., Newburgh, N. Y.
Rev. Frederick E. Welfie, S.]., Cle 1, Ohio

Mr. Thomas Walsh, S.J., Cebu City, Philippines
Bro. John P, Himmelreicher, S.]J., Woodstock, Md.
Sister Francis Clare, CS.]., Troy, N Y.

Miss Margaret Barry, Troy, N. Y,

M:rs. Eugenie Bouret, San Jose, Calif.

Mrs. John M. Cory, New York, N. ¥

Miss Marie C. Curry, Bellerose, L. 1

Mrs. Anna Diehl, Pittston, Pa.

Dr. E. J. Gannon, Cleveland, Ohio

Mrs. Anna L. Hanley, Providence, ¥ 1.

Mrs. P. McNamara, Corning, N. Y.

Mrs. John C. Rehm, Fort Jervis, N. ¥

Mr. Bernard A. Stahl, Wilmington, Del,

Mrs. H. F. Wrocklage, Louisville, &y,

TO MAKE TEKAKWITHA KNOWN AND LOVED

LEAFLETS
I—Sketch and prayers.
II--Novena, with daily reflexion.
Sc. for 2; 25¢. a dozen
LIFE
By Wynne, 32 pages, illustrated, 20c.
By Coffey, 32 pages, 10c.
AMERICA'S MARTYRS
A pamphlet by Fr. Coffey, 10c.
MEDAL
Image and title "'Lily of the Mohawks,"
special metal, 15¢.; silver, 60c.

PICTURES
Small—lithograph, color, sketch and puwer ... 10c.
lithograph, color, silk applied 4v relics ........ 20¢.

Large—lithograph in color, 1215 x 3% inches,
mounted so as to need no frame: for class
OF PHIVEIE DOOME oo piscsinimsninissmtistsssmsemesrasss 1 ICs
Bookmarks, 20c, a doger

Reduction on quantity ‘
TEKAKWITHA LEAGUE
30 WEsT 16TH STREET, NEW YORK 11, N. Y.
Rev. THOMAS J. COFFEY, S.]., V. Postulator for Her Canonization
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