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Mission of the laity

Synod works at two levels

No Roman synod has raised so much in-
terest among Canadian dioceses as that on
the vocation and mission of the laity. This
synod began in Rome on October 1 of this
year and will continue until the end of Oc-
tober. What can we expect of this gather-
ing of bishops called together by the Pope?

A synod of the universal Church takes
place on two levels. The work carried out
in Rome during the month of October by
the participating members constitutes, in
a real sense, the synod on the laity. The
media will keep us posted on the individu-
al presentations that will capture the most
attention at the assembly. However, one
would have to be very perceptive to be able
to tell now what choices the fathers of the
synod will make and what the content of
the decisions and recommendations made
to Pope John Paul Il will be. For my part,
| expect an enormous disparity of view-
points and perspectives concerning the vo-
cation and mission of the laity in the Church
and in society.

The synod also mobilizes certain ener-
gies in each particular Church. There is al-
ways a group of Christians interested in the
theme proposed to the synod assembly.
The fact that a great number of baptized
people are alert to the pastoral action of the
Church explains the interest encountered
this year in the subject treated by the syn-
od on the laity. Several Christian people of
our diocese have taken-part in public hear-
ings held by the Canadian delegates, or in
consultations made by the bishops’ confer-

Bishop Bernard Hubert

ence. This diocesan level of the Roman
synod is not to be dismissed lightly. It is a
fertile ground for pastoral and spiritual
fruits.

Our diocesan Church is committed to a
vast pastoral undertaking called RENEW.
In the course of the coming years, all bap-
tized people of our diocese will be able, if
they so desire, to take stock of their com-
mitment as a disciple of Jesus within the
Church and in the world. This process of
spiritual renewal is a very practical and ef-
ficient way to raise among ourselves the
question of the vocation and mission of the
laity in the Church and in the world. | do
hope that many Christian people of our di-
ocese follow attentively, through the me-
dia, the progress of the synod on the laity.
In particular, we shall benefit by reflecting
on the text of the presentations by Cana-
dian delegates in Rome. They reflect deep-
ly what we are living in our Church. All this
will help launch RENEW.

I have another expectation in relation to
the synod on the laity. This expectation has
to do with the mutual relationship between
the fact of being baptized and family life.
Some groups will take a great deal of time
discussing the duality of clergy-laity, sug-
gesting that we should move beyond these
distinctions of statute and role to focus on
the Church of the baptized. In our milieu
this debate has made great headway. We
can allow ourselves now to look at what pri-
ests, laity and religious are to experience
together in complementing and uniting
their charisms and roles. In this case my
wish is that our Church give particular at-
tention to what the baptized people have
done with the family. It is in the family that
the first experiences of commitment find
their source of inspiration and their test of
truth.

A diocesan Church has its own projects.
Yet it lives in companionship with sister
Churches in universal communion. The Ro-
man synod is an event that is rich in infor-
mation and in sharing of experiences. May
we lend a listening ear to what the Holy
Spirit will tell our Church in the course of
the coming weeks. In my view, the synod
on the vocation and mission of the laity will
bring us challenges and suggestions that
will be relevant for the daily life of our Chris-
tian communities. May the behaviour of the
Church on this occasion be an example of
hope for our world.

Bernard Hubert
Bishop of St. Jean-Longueuil

- Deacon R

onald Boyer with his lfe, heila and ordaining bishop, Bishop Hubert.
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First permanent deacon
ordained for Kahnawake

Ronald Boyer was ordained permanent
deacon at St. Francis Xavier Mission in
Kahnawake Oct. 11 by Bishop Bernard
Hubert of the diocese of St. Jean-
Longueuil.

Boyer, an Ojibway Indian, was born in
Mississauga Indian Reserve, Ontario. He
moved to Kahnawake in the early 60’s. He
and his wife Sheila have been married for
thirty years, and blessed with six children
and five grandchildren.~

In 1972 he left the construction job at
which he was working in another commu-
nity to come home and work for his town
and the people. He helped in building the
Youth Centre, which also houses the
town’s Public Library. In 1985, he built the
new Kateri Hall which has been used for
many functions in its short history. He was
also involved in the distribution of bread
and pastries to the less fortunate in our
community.

In 1981, he returned to his birthplace for
the sad occasion of his brother’s funeral.
God chose this time to open up Ron’s mind
and heart to Him in an even deeper way.
He was touched by the ministry and mu-
sic of the Kateri Prayer Group and there-

. after travelled with them, singing out and

speaking about their love for God and their
devotion to Blessed Kateri Tekakwitha. The
Kateri Prayer Group consists of a few Ojib-
way singers from Northern Ontario. They
are charismatics and have held healing
services wherever they go.

Ron took his training at Anishinabe
Spiritual Centre at Anderson Lake, Ontario,
studying for approximately three years un-
der the direction of Father George Leach,
S.J. He is continuing his studies at Regis
College, Toronto, in Foundation of Minis-
try and hopes to obtain his bachelor’s
degree in theology.

At Ronny’s request, the afternoon and
the evening before the ordination, a prayer
service was held. Many of our diocesan
friends and parishioners came. Some
came for the Reconciliation Service, but
many came for God’s blessings upon our
people, and especially upon Ron’s minis-
try.

The ordination itself was unique in that
native spirituality was evident throughout.
Friends of Ronald’s came from Ak-
wesasne, Plattsburgh, Montreal, as well as
Ontario and Kahnawake, to take part in the
purification rite, the burning of sweet grass
by Deacon Dominic Eshkawkogan, who
had previously performed this same
ceremony for the Pope when he was in
Midland, Ontario.

The ceremony of Investiture of a Deacon,
like that of a priest, is most moving. The
candidate vows obedience in all matters to

the Bishop of the diocese and his succes-
sors. He lies down at the altar to symbo-
lize that he is willing to give his life for the
Church. In return he receives the gifts of
the Holy Spirit through the “laying on of
hands” performed by the bishop.

The newly ordained received his stole,
symbol of his status within the church.
Brenda Rice, a member of the Church
Committee presented it to his wife, Shei-
la, who vested Ronald as an outward and
public sign of her consefit to her husband’s
commitment to the service of the Church.
The stole was decorated with a traditional
native symbol within which is the symbol
of the cross. When Ronald was presented
with the Book of the Gospels, the bishop
exhorted him to “‘believe what you read,
teach what you believe and practice what
you teach.”

This ceremony occurred at a most oppor-
tune time coinciding with the Thanksgiving
holiday. Ron is thankful for having been
called by God to the ministry; and we are
thankful that Ron listened to, and acted
upon this call.

Ronny, we are all rooting for you, and
praying for your ministry!

Nancy Phillips,
Parishioner

MACDONALD-

CARTIER
“Share CORNER

your gifts’’

This year students and members of the
school community are working hard to raise
funds for the research of children’s diseases
at the Montreal Children’s and Ste. Justine
hospitals. Our efforts over the last three years
contributed $23,000 to the Telethon of Stars.
This year’s goal is $7,000.

The activities featured in the campaign are
the Telethon Pen Sale, the Dance for Life,
and a special youth musical, “‘Keep On Sing-
in’”". The pens are selling very well at one
dollar each, with some students having sold
up to one hundred. The Dance for Life will
be held during the school dance, Oct. 30, and
will once again be a ‘‘sponsor dance’’. The
youth musical, “‘Keep On Singin'”’ will be per-
formed by Ottawa’s Galilee Proclaims on
Nov. 7. This show should not be missed!
Tickets are available from me at the school
at $6.00.

| would like to extend my thanks to all who

are working hard to make this event a
success.

God bless!

-

Jack Adams
Pastoral Animator
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